Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease with features of obsessive-compulsive disorder and anorexia nervosa: the role of cortical-subcortical systems.
The authors examined the clinical and neuropathological characteristics of a patient who developed features of obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD) and anorexia nervosa (AN) as the initial presentation of Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease. He had mild Parkinsonism and showed deficits in visual scanning, set shifting, graphomotor speed, sequencing, and verbal and nonverbal memory. Neuropathological study showed spongiosis and neuronal loss in cortical (e.g., frontal, temporal, parietal), and especially in subcortical structures (e.g., basal ganglia, thalamus). This study supports the hypothesis of abnormal frontal-striatal functioning in the cause of OCD, even in demented subjects. In addition, the authors discuss the role of frontal-temporal-subcortical dysfunction in the cause of acquired AN.